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SUBJECT: ARREST AND RELEASE OE USAID OFFICIAL 

REF: LAGOS 7865 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF NOTE VERBALE NO. 342 (UNNECESSARY WORDS OMITTED) 
DELIVERED TO MINISTRY OE EXTERNAL AFFAIRS JULY 7, 1976: 

"EMBASSY REFERS TO ARREST AND CONFINEMENT BY NIGERIA POLICE OE MR. 
GORDON K. PROUTY, AN OFEICIAL OF THE EMBASSY AND BEAR OF A UNITED 
STATES OEFICIAL PASSPORT. 

"MR. PROUTY WAS TAKEN FROM HIS RESIDENCE AT TEN O’CLOCK ON MORNING 
OF JULY 3 AND CONFINED AT VARIOUS POLICE ESTABLISHMENTS, PRINCI- 
PALLY AT C.I.D. HEADQUARTERS, ALAGBON CLOSE, UNTIL FOUR O'CLOCK IN 
AFTERNOON OF JULY 5. 

"EMBASSY LEARNED OF MR. PROUTY'S SEIZURE BY POLICE ONLY INDIRECTLY, 
AND NOT UNTIL EORTY-EIGHT HOURS AETER THE EACT WAS IT POSSIBLE TO 
CONFIRM HIS SITUATION WITH ASSISTANCE OF OFFICERS OF MEA. MR. 

PROUTY'S STATMENT OF HIS EXPERIENCE IS ENCLOSED, AS IS SUMMONS TO 
APPEAR AT MAGISTRATE'S COURT NUMBER 3 AT YABA AT EIGHT O'CLOCK ON 
MORNING OE JULY 7 TO ANSWER CHARGES OF FAILING TO DISPLAY PROPER 
LICENSES ON AUTOMOBILE RECENTLY BROUGHT INTO NIGERIA FROM NEIGH- 
BORING COUNTRY. 

"MINISTRY WILL APPRECIAT THAT EMBASSY SERIOUSLY CONCERNED FOR 
SECURITY AND WELL BEING OF ITS OFFICERS IN VIEW OF RECENT IN- 
STANCES IN WHICH NIGERIA POLICE HAVE SEIZED, CONFINED AND HELD 
INCOMMUNICADO EOR EXTENDED PERIODS AMERICAN CITIZENS, PRIVATE 
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PERSONS TO CONTACT EMBASSY. IN CASE OF MR. PROUTY, THE CIRCUM- 
STANCES WERE FURTHER AGGRAVATED BY FACT THAT POLICE CONDUCTED 
DETAILED SEARCH OF HIS RESIDENCE, WPICH IS A PROPERTY LEASED BY 
EMBASSY, AND BY SEIZURE OE MR. PROUTY'S DOCUMENTS, INCLUDING HIS 
PASSPORT, HIS DEPARTMENT OF STATE IDENTITY CARD, HIS LAGOS DRIV- 
ING LICENSE AND THE REGISTRATION CARD OE HIS AUTOMOBILE, AND A 
PERSONALLY OWNED RADIO. 

"THE SITTING OE THE MAGISTRATE'S COURT AT YABA COINCIDES WITH 
WORKING HOURS OF THIS EMBASSY AND IT IS NOT CONVENIENT TO RELEASE 
MR. PROUTY FROM HIS OFFICIAL DUTIES TO ANSWER SUMMONS IN PERSON. 
THEREFORE, THE EMBASSY WOULD BE APPRECIATIVE IF MINISTRY WOULD 
EXPLAIN CIRCUMSTANCES TO COURT AND TAKE WHATEVER ACTION NECESSARY 
TO SECURE RETURN OE MR. PROUTY'S DOCUMENTS AND PROPERTY AND TO 
ENSURE THAT THIS REGRETTABLE INCIDENT IS CONCLUDED. EMBASSY 
WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE RECEIVING ASSURANCES THAT IN EVENT PRESENCE 
OF AN AMERICAN OEFICER OR EMPLOYEE OE EMBASSY WERE TO BE 
REQUIRED FOR POLICE QUESTIONING OR OTHER PURPOSES, EMBASSY 
WOULD BE NOTIFIED IN ADVANCE." 
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